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«Isidorus’ Hymnic Dedication at Narmouthis.
Structural and Generic Reconsiderations»

Avaotacio Mapapéia

This paper discusses four epigraphic poems in Greek (SEG VIII 548-551, I.LEgypte métriques 175),
uncovered at Medinet Madi (ancient Narmouthis, in the Arsinoite nome) in Egypt in 1935. They are
referred to as “hymns of Isidorus” and were dedicated, probably sometime in the 80s BCE, in honour
of the goddess of the temple, Isis-Thermouthis, and co-resident gods. The first part of the paper
proposes an alternative reconstruction of the internal structure of Isidorus’ hymnic dedication, i.e. of
the sequence of the poems in the dedication. The second part turns attention to the generic character
and intertextual connections of the poem in elegiac couplets known as hymn IV (SEG VIII 551), the
main laudatory subject of which is the deified founder of the temple, Amenemhat I1I/Porramanres.
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